
CAJ"IFORNIA RgGIONAJ" l'lATER QUALrfY CON'fROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 79-98

NPDES NO. CA0004871

WASTg DISCHARGE REQUIRElillNTS FOR,

PACIFIC GAS & ELECTRIC COMPANY
AVON POl'iER PLANT
AVON, CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region,
(hereinafter Board) finds that,

1. Pacific Gas and lUectric Company, hereinafter discharger, submitted
an application dated May 31, 1979, for reissuance of NPDES permit
No. CA0004871 for its Avon Power Plant. This permit was originally
issued by tho Board on necemoer 17, 1974, as Order No. 74-202 and
amended on July 20, 1976, in Order No. 76-73.

2. The Avon Power Plant is a 50 megawatt gas and oil fired generating
plant which produces 960 megawatt hours and 2000 tons of steam per
day. The discharger discharges wastewater containing pollutants
into Suisun Bay, a water of the United states, through a diffuser
shared with the Avon Refinery. The wastewater consists of cooling
tower blowdown, boiler b Lowdown , low volume wastes (softener
bLowdown j evaporator blowdown; air preheater, fireside, and \.aterside
washes; and other miscellaneous wastes), and stormwater. All of
these wastes are combined for lime addition followed by clarification,
dual media filtration, and pH adjustment. The average flm. is
approximately 250,000 gallons per day (gpd) while the maximum flow
is about 300,000 gpd. These flm. values may increase when the
discharger begins using Contra Costa County Water District reclaimed
water. (Waste 001)

Waste 002 is storm runoff from the fuel oil storage tank area, It
is discharged into Pacheco Creek at a point about one half mile
upstream of Waterfront Road, Waste 002 is not treated, and its
discharge ra>ce has not been measured. In the future this waste
may be routed through the treatment system.

3. On March 16, 1978, the State \'1ater Resources Control Board adopted a
Cease and Desist Order (Order No. 78-5, E~1ibit D) for the discharger.
The discharger complied with that Order by installing -the treatment
system described in Finding 2, above.

4. In April 1975 the Board adopted a Water Quality Control Plan for the
San Francisco Bay Basin (Basin Plan).
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